What’s with the suffering?

Why?
Apologetics.

What’s with the suffering?

When?

Preparing for the Season of Suffering
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, 11-13 NKJV
To everything there is a season, A time for every
purpose under heaven: A time to be born, And a time to
die; A time to plant, And a time to pluck what is planted;
A time to kill, And a time to heal; A time to break down,
And a time to build up; A time to weep, And a time to
laugh; A time to mourn, And a time to dance; A time to
cast away stones, And a time to gather stones; A time to
embrace, And a time to refrain from embracing; A time
to gain, And a time to lose; A time to keep, And a time to
throw away; A time to tear, And a time to sew; A time to
keep silence, And a time to speak; A time to love, And a
time to hate; A time of war, And a time of peace.

Preparing for the Season of Suffering
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, 11-13 NKJV
He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also
He has put eternity in their hearts, except that no
one can find out the work that God does from
beginning to end.
I know that nothing is better for them than to rejoice,
and to do good in their lives, and also that every
man should eat and drink and enjoy the good of all
his labor—it is the gift of God.”

Temporal Suffering
Romans 8:18-25
For I consider that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us. 19 For the
earnest expectation of the creation eagerly
waits for the revealing of the sons of God.
20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not
willingly, but because of Him who subjected it
in hope; 21 because the creation itself also will
be delivered from the bondage of corruption
into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

Temporal Suffering
Romans 8:18-25
22 For we know that the whole creation groans
and labors with birth pangs together until now.
23 Not only that, but we also who have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan
within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption,
the redemption of our body. 24 For we were
saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not
hope; for why does one still hope for what he
sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see,
we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.
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Preparing for the Season of Suffering
Proverbs 6: 6-11
6 Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her ways
and be wise,
7 Which, having no captain, Overseer or ruler,
8 Provides her supplies in the summer, And
gathers her food in the harvest.
9 How long will you slumber, O sluggard? When
will you rise from your sleep?
10 A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the
hands to sleep—
11 So shall your poverty come on you like a prowler,
And your need like an armed man.

Profiting from Trials
James 1:2-8
My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various
trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces
patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that
you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who
gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will
be given to him. But let him ask in faith, with no
doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea
driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man
suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord;
he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
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The God of All Comfort
2 Corinthians 1:3
3 Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies and God of all comfort,
4 who comforts us in all our
tribulation, that we may be able to
comfort those who are in any
trouble, with the comfort with which
we ourselves are comforted by God.

The God of All Comfort
2 Corinthians 1:9-10
9 Yes, we had the sentence of
death in ourselves, that we should
not trust in ourselves but in God
who raises the dead, 10 who
delivered us from so great a death,
and does deliver us; in whom we
trust that He will still deliver us,

What’s with the suffering?

Where?

Cast Down but Unconquered
2 Corinthians 4:7
7 But we have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the
excellence of the power may be
of God and not of us.

Cast Down but Unconquered
2 Corinthians 4:16-18
16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our
outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is
being renewed day by day.
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a
moment, is working for us a far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory,
18 while we do not look at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the
things which are seen are temporary, but the things
which are not seen are eternal.

